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READER. 


Juice, now for ſome Months, I have not been able, 
through bad Health, frequent to attend on 
GO D s Public Worſhip, 1 vas deſirous to offer 


this Diſcourſe to the World; in order to expreſs in 


the beſt manner I cou d, and as my Strength wou d 
permit, my hearty Concurrence with my Reverend 
Brethren in advancing the Honour of our Common 


LORD. 


And being call d up to Town upon Buſineſs of | 


Moment , 1 choſe to Print it here, becauſe 1 cou'd 
be ready to overlook, the Preſs, and to take care (in 
Perſon) That this mean Performance, ſhou'd not 
Yet appear meaner by coming out Uncorretted. 


Now it is out, I hohe by G O D' s Bleſſing it ſhall 


do Good. But however "this may. be » The Great 


Cauſe it maintains is not Weak in its Aſſi- 
ſtance, 
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For Many, very Many, and thoſe Celebrated Ad- 
vocates, ( Fathers and Sons of this our truly Orthodox 
Church) have Particularly of late exerted I hemſeves 
in its Glorious Vindication ; and by their Incompara- 
ble Learning and their Sacred Eloquence, have ef. 
fectually Silent'd all the Cavils of its Adverſaries, if 
they are to be Silenc d. 
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1 Cor. II. 12. 


Now we bave received not the ſpirit of 
the World, but the ſpirit that is of 
GOD, that we might know thoſe 


Things that are freely given Us of 
G OD. 


eN which Words there are Three 
Things Conſiderable: 


1. Firſt, A Supernatural Re- 

PUNT vclation communicated to the 
Apoſtles; they were enabled to know thoſe 
Things that were freely given them of G 0 D. 

2. Secondly, Here is the Divine and Won- 
derful Aſſiſtance vouchſat'd unto them in order 
to this; They did Receive the Spirit of G O D, 
that they might know thoſe Things that were freely 


given them of GO p. 


3. And then Thirdly, We may obſerve the 
Manifeſt Incapacity of Human Reaſon, and 
the Admirable Sufficiency of Divine Revelati- 


on, to impart to Mankind the Things ot 
"i G OD; 
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GOD, they did not receive the ſpirit of the 
World, but the ſpirit that is of G O D, that they 
might know thoſe Things that were freely given them 
of GOD. 


1. Firſt, Here is a Supernatural Revelation 
commnnicated to the Apoſtles ; they were en- 
abled to know thoſe Things that were freely given 
themof G'OD. 

Now that a Supernatural Revelation from 
GODto Man is poſlible at leaſt, in the na- 
ture of the Thing, we are led to conceive from 
the conſtant Power that there is in gur Minds 
to communicate our Thoughts from one to the 
other; and that a Supernatural Revelation 
has been actualty made to ſeveral Perſons, in 
ſeveral Ways, in almoſt all Ages of che World, 
does evidently appear from the ſacred Authori- 
ty of the Book of G OD. 

Thus Supernatural Revelation was imparted 
to Adam, and to his Poſterity before the Flood; 
after that, to the Patriarchs; then to Moſes, and 
occaſionally to others; ſo on to the Prophets; 
till we come to the laſt Days, when G O D 
Almighty was pleas'd to reveal himſelf to Man- 
kind by the Miniſtration of his Son, the great 
Author and Fintſher of the Chriſtian Faith, 
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Ss that if I can demonſtrate the Revelation 
of the B. JESUS ( which was the laſt and 


chief). to be really Divine, I {hall include all 
the reſt. And might endeavour to do this from 
many noble Heads of Argument. 

As to name but a few of the Principal of 
them. 

From Divine Voices out at Heaven, con- 
firming our Saviour's Eternal Generation; From 
the Eminent Predictions of the Ancient Pro- 
phets, relating to the time of CHRIS T's 
Appearance: The Manner of his Birch: The 
Nature of his Miſſion: The Value of his Sut- 
terings : and moxe eſpecially as to the Cireum- 
ſtances of his Perſon ; the particular Atteſtati- 
on of his Exemplary Fore-runner, St. John the 
Baptiſt. 

But being conſin d to the narrow Limits of 
a ſhox Diſcaurſe, I ſhall wave theſe at preſent, 
and beg leave to apply my ſelf only to Fwo 
Remarkable Progts, very well known to this 
Learned Audience. 1, The laward Worth 
and Digsity of the Chriſtian- Doctrine. And 
2. The External Evidence of its Miraculeus 

i, Fiſt, I am to {pgak w the Inward Worth 
and Digsity of the Qhayſtian Doctrine. 
Now the Dignizy 15 this Doctrine is founded 
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ah the Miſſion of the Son of GOD in Hu- 


man Nature, to expiate for the Sins of a guilty 
World, by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 

And this is a Propoſition that ſome Perſons 
diſpute , becauſe the Matter it contains exceeds 
their Comprehenſion. 

But can any ſober Perſon deny his Aſſent 
to this Fundamental Principle of the Chriſtian 
Religion, barely on ſuch an Account as this? 
For is there not Matter as truly Incomprehenſi- 
ble in the Fundamental Principles of Natural 
Religion, as there appears to be here in this 
Propoſition ? 

Does a Deiſt comprehend the Eternity of 
GOD ? or does he by his ſearch find out the 
Divine Attributes, and ſo the Reaſons of 
. GOD's Worſhip, to his entire ſatisfaction ? 

He will not be fo hardy as to Affirm, That he 
does: But he will let us know his Mind in 
fome ſuch Form as this. | 

* From the Inability of Man to create him- 
*ſelf, I collect the Neceſſity of an Eternal Per- 
fection; and from the Dependance of Man 
© on this Eternal Perfection, I collect the Ne- 
* ceſlity of Divine Adoration. And though | 
© muſt own there are unſearchable Depths in 
Eternal Perfection; and though the Depen- 
dance of Man in his Moral Actions, on this 

. Eternal 
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Eternal Perfection, be an inſcrutable Problem 
to Human Reaſon; yer I like my Perſuaſton 
the better for this; For ſuch high Points as 
*theſe in Natural Religion, if not contrary to 
Reaſon, do argue That Religion to have an 
Object Divine, which mult be allow 'd to ex- 
©ceed the ſcanty Comprehenſion of all Finite 
© Underſtanding, 

I muſt own this Reply to be very ſtrong: 
But then has not the Deiſt here brought us a 
Plea for the Dignity of our Myſteries, as well 
as for his own? And may we not evince the 
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Divinity of Chriſtian Doctrine by ſuch a Mo- 
thod of Proceeding as this is ? 

Does not the Suppoſition of Man's Fall, 
diſcoverable in part by Natural Light, from a 
due Conſideration of the Goodneſs of GO D, 
induce the Expediency of Man's Reſtitution ? 
And when GOD was to be reconcild, and 
Man pardon'd, was there any Perſon. more pro- 
per to ſatisfy G O-D's Juſtice, and to mediate 
for Man, than the Eternal Son of GOD. in the 
Nature of Man ? And tho the Union of theſe 
Two Natures in the Perſon of our Saviour, be 
| own'd a great Myſtery, and a Doctrine inſcru- 
table to Human Reaſon ; yet the Suppoſition 
of Man's Fall, and the Expediency of his Re- 


ſtitution by the means of a Mediator, will make 


the 
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Acceptation. 
So that here I do eſtabliſh what I undertoo|; 


to maintain, That the Chriſtian Revelation 


comes divinely recommended by the inward 
Dignity of its Doctrine. For ligce we are al- 
ſurd by the Knowledge of Faith, that the Mi- 
fon of 5 Son of 60 D in our Nature, from 
the Expediency of it to Man's Reſtitution, is a 
Doctrine Divine; the Chriſtian Revelation; 
which is founded on this Doctrine, will appear 
likewiſe Divine from the ſame Knowledge. Bu: 
to go on; 

The inward Worth af the Chriſtian Preceptz 
(another Branch of our Saviour's Revelation 
proves his Doctrine Divine, 

And here being 
Reaſon, I will be govern d by the Rules df 
Right and Wrong, and direct my Appeal to 
thoſe Eternal Standards: And I ſhall = the 
Honour of GO D, and the Good ol. Man 
(upon which two great Endggplt Morality is 
is tha ) for che Subjects of my Appeal n 
che preſent Caſe. 

3 a5 to the Honout of G O D, 1 ay, Thi 
Honour is founded en 8 right Apprchealion of 
the Nature of GOD, and a a Worſhip gu 

e 


of this Doctrine N by 3 
"Faith, aud thence prove it to be worthy of al N 


got within the Province of 
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' Of the Chriſtian Revolmiss 7 
ble to that Apprehenſion; and it fo, Vthink. 
this Notion and Precept, That GOD is a'Spirit, 
and to be worſhipped in Spirit, which is the Do- 
ctrine delivered by the Chriſtian Revelation, 
E will be found moſt ſuitable to the Honour of 
= GOD; and approve the Divinity of this Reve- 
z. lation, by its inward Worth, to the immura- 
Mii. ble ſtandard of Eternal Reaſon. 


* 


Moreover, The Divinity of the Chriſtian 


is Revelation will likewiſe appear, if we have a 

Regard to the other ſubject of Appeal, the 
on, D 
pen i Good of Man. 


gu! Now we are enjoined by the great Law of 
& Chriſtianity , to love our neighbour as our 


| ſelves; which Precept does conſider Men as 


25 Members of each other, and does act in ſub- 
ſervience to the Wiſe Aims and Deſigns of our 

e of [© CGracious GOD. | 5 

s of And foraſmuch as this World was created by Jide Rev. 


| GOD to be inhabited and us d by the while of D. R.Cus- 
Mankind, GOD Almighty mult be thought in nancepice, 
| the Divine Counfels of his Will, to be ever 4e N 
concern d for the Good of that Whole; ſo that we. 
to love our Neighbour as our ſelves, is a Pre- 
cept that proves the Chriſtian Doctrine Divine, 

tor by acting agreeably to this Precept, we 
meaſure our Love and Kindneſs by the Eternal 
Rules of what is Juſt and Right; ſince we are 


apparent- 
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apparently directed to this 1 Benevolence, 

by che Juſt Notions we frame of Almighty 
GOD, and the immutable Counſels of his Di- 
vine Providence. > 


Once more: The many weighty Doctrines g 
of the Immortality of the Soul, the Reſurre- ; 
ction of the Body, and a Future State of Eter. 
nal Rewards, and of Eternal Puniſhment, 
which are a Sanction to the Laws I have nam d : 
above, will be another great Evidence from WW 
the inward Worth and Excellency of it's ſub. | 
ject-· matter, to prove the Chriſtian Revelation i 
Supernatural and Divine. | : 

And thus having provd from the Inward N 
Worth and Dignity of the Revelation of J E; 4 
S Us, That that Revelation is truly Divine; I 5 
come now to evidence the ſame Truth, from ; 
the Remarkable Confirmation that was given [: 
untoit, by the outward Atteſtation of Miracu- 
lous Works. TY | P 

Now here I. ſhall not take upon me to te- 
count, much leſs to prove, the ſeveral Inſtance 1 
of Divine Wiſdom and Power, which are lad WW - 
to be brought about in a very wonderful man- 2, 
ner by the Ever-Blefled J ESUS. 

Some of them have been always, and muci th 
conteſted by the Infidel Oppoſers of the Chr. _. 
ſian Cauſe ; and others, they would weaken and 


invali- 
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invalidate in their Force by placing them within 
the Power of Finite Operations. 


But it can never be deny d by the moſt Partial 
of our Oppoſers, that our Saviour's raiſing o- 
thers, and at laſt himſelf from the Dead, was a 
compleat Declaration of GOD Almichry's 
Power, and confirm'd our B. Maſter's Hucho— 
rity by unexceptionable Credentials. 

So that the whole Strength of our Proot for 
Chriſtianity (as to External Evidence) will in 
the laſt Iſſue turn purely upon this, namely, 
whether our B. Lord did, verily and indeed, 
raiſe himſelf from the Dead ? 

Now how ſhall we evince at this Diſtance of 
Time, the real Truth of ſuch a Fact as this? 
We muſt ſubmit the whole matter to the Cre- 
dit of Memorials, and be ſatisfied with Moral 
Evidence, which is that kind of Proof that 1s 
proper in this Caſe. | 

And if we will be ſo, we have extant now 
among us, ſeveral memorable Reports of diſ- 
intereſted Writers, who have made it their Bu- 
ſineſs to tranſmit down unto us the noble Acts 
and Monuments of our Lord CHRIST. 
And it is well worth our Notice, that when 
theſe Writers come to ſpeak of our Lord's Glo- 
rious Reſurrection, they ſettle this great Point 
no: only from what they ſaw or heard them- 
| | C ſelves, 
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ſelves, but alſo from the concurrent Teſtimony 


of many other Witneſſes, which Witneſſes do 


bring along with them an exact Information of 
the Fact in 7 and known Probity of 


Manners, and all other credible Circumſtances, 
that the moſt Inquiſitive can fairly demand in 
ſtating the Nature of a faithful Evidence. 

But here ſhould any Infidel require a good 
Confirmation of the Hiſtorical Truth of theſe 
memorable Reports, which contain the Matter 
of chis faithful Evidence ; Why I mult tell him, 
this depends upon the ſame Methods of Proof, 
which without ſcruple we admit in the caſe 
of Saluſt, or of Ceſar, or any other Piece of 
Hiſtorical Narrations. a 

The Neu- Teſtament-Records were well 
known to be true, in early Primitive Times, 
the Facts therein related were freſh in the Memo- 


ries of many Chriſtian Believers, who have like- 


wiſe bore their Teſtimony to the Truth of 
theſe Facts in their undoubted Works; and then 
for the Pen- men of the Sacred Scriptures, that 
they were the genuine Authors of the reſpective 
Books to which they are entitled, has not 


been denied by the Sharpeſt of our Adverſaries. 


And (again) for the Copies of theſe Books; 
they were ſcattered very ſoon far and w.de about 
the World, and though they were ſo, yet it is very 

plain, 
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the Doctrine do aſſert and verify 
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plain, that the Miſtakes that appear upon the 


Face of thele Copies, do only concern the 
various Readings of leſs important Words; and 
do not affect the-Articles of our Faith, or the 
* Rules of our Manners; ſo that the Holy Page 
does remain uncorrupted in all its Eflential and 
> Vital Parts. 


And thus I have collected two Remarkable 
Proofs to demonſtrate the Divinity of the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation; that is to ſay, The Inward 


| Worth and Dignity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 


and the External Atteſtation of Miraculous 
Works, 


Now it is very obſervable, that theſe two 


| Proofs, do mutually ſupport and give ſtrength 


to each other: For the Worth and Dignity of 
the Diving 
Character of the wonderful Works; they be- 
ing done for promoting ſo Divine an End; 
and the Miraculous Nature of the wonderful 
Works does as clearly maintain the Divinity of 


| the Doctrine, for that the Works do exceed all 


humane Power; inſomuch that the Chriſtian 
Revelation they were done purpoſely to pro- 


mote, can finally be referr d to no other Au- 


thour but the Omnipotent G O D. 
And then theſe two Proofs connected toge- 


ther, and tranſmitted down to us as Doctrines 
C 2 deliver d, 
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deliver d, and as Miracles done, by Authentic 
Memorials, do make way for a third Proof, 
which is a Proof of Scripture-Inſpiration from 
the Scripture it ſelf. T9 

For ſince the ſame Holy Perſons who firſt 
taught theſe Doctrines, and were the Authours 
of theſe Works, did-likewiſe pen or indite the 
Canonical Books of Scripture, or however (ct 


their Seal to thoſe that did pen them; the Mira- an 
cles and the DcErine which before prov'd them of 
to be Divine, will now prove them to be In- or 


ſpired, and Faithful Mitneſſes(though in their own {MW Ti 
Caſe) when they vouch themſelves influenc'd 
by the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures which they th 
wrote. | 
2. And this reminds me of my Second N NM 

General Head of Diſcourſe, Namely, The Di- ll 
vine and Wonderful Aſſiſtance vouchſaf d to 
the Apoſtles, to enable them to know the 
Things of GO D. They receiv d the ſpirit of GOD. 

And this Divine Aſſiſtance, our B. Lord 
and Maſter, once and again, on his return to 
Heaven, promis d and aſſur d to his ſorrowful 
Diſciples. ä 

For he tells them that he would fend unto 
them bis Holy SPIRIT. | 

That this SPIRIT ſhould inſtruct them 
and teach them all Things, and that it ſhould 
guide them into all Truth. That 


- - * 
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That it ſhould bring to their Remembrance all 
Things , whatſoever he had ſaid unto them; and 
finally, That it ſhould ſhew them Things to 
come. 
And in theſe ſeveral Promiſes, we have ſome 
conſiderable Properties of this Divine S P I- 
RI, | 
} Firſt, It was to be Univerſal as to its Extent, 
and to Impower the Apoſtlès with a Plenitude 
of Doctrine, and a Plenitude of Works. In 
one word, it was to inſtruct and teach them all 
| Things. 
And then again, by the Virtueand Efficacy of 
this Omnipreſent SPIRIT, they were to 
learn both ro know and to do after an Infallible 
Manner; this SPIRIT was to guide them into 
All Truth, And 
| Laſtly, As this SPIRIT was Univerſal 
in its Extent, and Infallible in its Guidance, ſo 
it was Omniſcient in its Knowledge; it had an 
| intimate View through all Time ; it was to 
| bring to the Apoſtles Remembrance all Things 
which their Maſter had ſaid unto them, and endue 
them ( moreover ) with a Prophetical Gift in 
foretelling Things to come. 

This was the Aſſurance our B. Saviour did 
give to his Family, and Followers of Divine and 
Wonderful Aſſiſtance. Let us now view) in 
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the next Place,) whether theſe Aſſurances of hi 5 
were accompliſhd by the Event, and what 


the Apoſtles themſelves do Evidence about this. 
And the firſt Evidence I ſhall bring for the 
Proof of this Matter, is the joint Aſſertion of 
the Apoſtles, aſſembled in a Body at the great 
Council of Jeruſalem : The occaſion of that 
Meeting is apparent enough, and the Deciſive 
Epiſtle to the Judaizing Chriſtians at Antioch, is 
Recorded art large in the Acts of the Apoſtles: 
I ſhall obſerve only the Authority there aſſign d 
in the Determination that was made by the 
Apoſtolical Sentence, It ſeemed good to the Hoh 
Ghoſt and &0 us: So that it is plain, that the 
Apoſtles did think that they were Inſpir d 
from above, and that the Commiſſion by 
which they Acted, was diſpenc d to them from 
the SPIRIT of G OD. 
And as this was the ſenſe of the Apoſtles in 
a Body, and aſſembled together in this Famous 
Synod; ſo ſeparate and apart we find them to 
have been of the like Opinion. 
I ſhall not need to enlarge in a Caſe ſo very 
obvious, let it ſuffice to give one or two Inſtan- 


ces in behalf of all. 


St. Peter maintains, That he was partaker of 


the gory which was revealed, and Pledges for his 
Golpel, that it was revealed from beaven. 


And 


| likewiſe vouches for all the reſt; for ſpeaking of 


| the goſpel was reveal d unto them by the & ÞP1R IT. 1672 
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And the beloved Dilciple (St. John ) goes 
E ſomewhatfarther than this is, and his Expreſſions 
are moſt ſublime on this exalted Subject. 


For he tells us, That he had fellowſhip 


| with the Father and the Son. And then for his 
: Writings : 


Thar they contain'd the Things which he had 


n, a feen with bis Eyes, which be bad bod 
on, and which his hands had handled of the word of 


| Life 


As to St. Paul, though one born out of due 


time (as with all Lowlineſs of Mind he is 
pleas d to ſpeak) yer when he comes to his 


Offce he Magnifies himſelf , and aſſures Us, 
That he labour d more abundantly than all the reſt; 
but then it was not he, but a more Excellent 


| Principle, and a more Powerful Guide that was 
che Author of all this, it was the Grace of GO D 


which was with him. 


And what he thus teſtifies of himſelf , he vid che. 


Rev. adm. 
Parr Sethi, 


all the Apoſtles, he maintains, That G 0 D Ne 


piſc. Sa- 


bad ſet them in the Church, and that the myſtery of *i. p. 


192. Ed. 


And what St. Paul vouches for St. Peter and 


the reft of his Fellow-Apoſtles, St. Peter does 
| entirely vouch for St. Paul, For he acknowledges 


his wiſdom to have been given him of GOD; and 
num- 
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numbers all his Fpiſtles among the  othe, 
Scriptures. 

So that I hope by this time it is Evident, That 
the Teſtimony of Scripture is expreſs and clear 
in behalf of Divine 3 

For thus the Proof ſtands. 

The SPIRIT was aſſur'd to the Apoſtles 
by the Promiſe of our Saviour, on his Return 
to Heaven; and the Apoſtles (conſider d col- 
lectively and apart) do both for their particular 
Selves and each Other, give us a Report of 
their Perception of it. 

And I will venture to ſay, That taking the 


| Scriptures to be (What we have prov'd them 


above from their Doctrine and Miracles) of 
Divine Authority , we need Labour no far- 
ther to make it appear, That a Divine Aſſi 
ſtance was vouchſaf d to the Apoſtles to enable 
them to know the Things of G0 D. 

3. Come we then to the handling of our 
Third General Head, which was to obſerve 
The Manifeſt Incapaciry of Human Reaſon, 
and the Admirable Sufficiency of Divine Re- 


velation, to impart to Mankind ſuch a Know- 


ledge as this. 

Now | ſhall examine the Pretences of Hu- 
man Reaſon to Divine Knowledge, by the ſame 
Meaſures of Right and Wrong, and the ſame 
Subjects 


A As 
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© Subjects of Appeal, which I laid down above 
on the Chriſtian ſide. 

hat To begin then with the Honour of G O D. 

lear The Vain Philoſophy and Deceit of the Gen- 
| tile World, was ſo far from regarding the 

Divine Honour, that it is a great Doubt with 


tles Me, whether or no we can gather from their 

urn | Principles, that ever they own d a Supreme 

col- Being. 

ular For ſhall we ſuppoſe a Being Supreme, go- 

- of vern'd by a Fate ſtill more Supreme? why this 
wou'd be to ſuppoſe Iwo Beings Supreme at 

the one and the ſame time, and yet one of theſe 

iem # Beings to be above the other; and this (though 


) of ſupported by great Names both of Greece and 
fat - Nome) is ſo very ſtrange and phantaſtical a 
Aſſi⸗ Conceit, that it will not deſerve a ſerious Con- 
futation. 

But now ſhou'd we leave theſe Fataliſts a 
while, and take a walk with Epicurus in the 
Pniloſophical Garden : Here you will ſay, the 
Phil oſophet is ſurrounded with numerous Ob- 
jects of GOD's Wiſdom and Power, both 
above and below Him; and from the Scudious 
Contemplation of the Wiſe Order of the World, 
muſt be led to adore the Watchful Superinten- 
dance of a molt Perfect Being. * 


D But 


— 
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But in this you are are miſtaken. For 
though Epicurus will grant you the Exiſtence 


of Gods; Yet He ſays it is neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of ſuch Beings that they ſhou'd 


fit eaſy on their Thrones, and wholly Undi- 
ſturb'd about Human Affairs. So that if we 


* are to give Credit unto Him , "The Gods no 


more releat the Impiety of Man, than they va- 


lue his Obſervance. 


And as for the State of the Soul: This 
Philofopher will quiet all your Fears about that, 
for he makes the Soul reſult from the Craſis of 
the Body, and finally to expire and periſh with 


No wonder then that the Gentile World 
did prove ſuch Idolaters toward GOD, and 
Savages toward Men, fince the Books of their 


Philoſophers did not tend to make them better 


in theſe Reſpects. 

For comparing the Force of the Two Lights 
together (Natural and pure Reveal ) as to 
the Rules of Human Duty and the Sanction 
of thoſe Rules, in the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a State of endleſs Rewards, or endleſs Pu- 
niſhments ; I think I may Challenge all the 
Spirit of the World ( Romans as well as 
Greeks ) to ſhew me in their Works, a ſet of 


Principles and Precepts ſo really conducing to 
the 


— 
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the Honour of GOD and the Good of Man, 


as we have endeavour d to prove a Few ſhort 
Verſes to be, which are deliver d unto Us by 


the SPIRIT of GOD in the Goſpel of 
JES Us. 


2. But, ſecondly, In comparing the Inca- 
pacity of Human Reaſon, with the Admi- 
rable Sufficiency of Divine Revelation, may 
it not deſerve a Place in our Enquiries, Whether 
the Inhabitants of Modern Rome have a ſurer 
Foundation for Divine Knowledge, than thoſe 
of Old Rome did formerly poſſeſs 1700 Years 
ſince? 


ſuch a Queſtion as this ? Have they not. in 
their keeping the Holy Oracles of GOD? And 
are not theſe Oracles the Standing Rule of 6ur 
Faith, and the Meaſure of our Obedience? 

It is true, we own They are ſo, but the 
Church of Rome will not, I believe, affirm 
this. 

For a known Writer of that Church has this 
bold Expreſſion, That the Scriptures in Themſelves 
are waxen-natur d Words , Characters unſens d, 


more likely to perplex than advance Divine Know- 


ledge, 


And Others ſay : 


But ſome Man will ſay, Why ſhou'd we ſtart 


That Reſort muſt be had unto Oral Tradition, 
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and that this Tradition muſt be fix d by the Decrees 
of Popes, and Determinations of Councils: So that 
they are the Rule of what is to be believ d, 
and whar not, in the laſt Reſolution of a Chri- 
ſtian's Faith. | 
But now can the Divine Wiſdem and Power 
(from whence we have aſſerted the Inſpiration 
of the Scriptures) be ever thought to have 
intended "Them ſuch ufage as this? For | 
Were they not inſpir'd for High and Holy nii 
Ends? To be profitable for Doctrine, for Ne- do 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righte- dr 
ouſne s? And was not the man of GOD to be the 
perfected from theſe, and from hence thorough- 
ly to be furniſh'd unto all Good Works? © Aj 
And ſhall we ſuppoſe the many Frailties and ric 
Faults, the Partialities and Defects of Uncertain 
Tradition, to be much more ſuffcient for theſe on 
Things? | 
This indeed wou'd be, in the baſeſt manner ry 
to oppoſe the Spirit of the World to the S PE an 
RIT of GOD; and to prefer the Papal 1 H 
Wiſdom and Science ( fa ſo calld ) to 
the © Infallible Wiſdom of the HOLY 
GHOST. 1 11 
Laſt of all, Since we ſee that wicked Spirits 
have a Power over Human Underſtandings, as 
well as the Divine One, and that great Num- 
96 | bers 
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'ees | bers of Men have been always deluded. by their 


hat Diaboli Motions ; this does farther evidence 
d, WW the Incapacity of Human Reaſon, and the 
ri- 8 Admirable Sufticiency of Divine Revelation. 


For by the Means of a Standing and a Wric- 
ver ten Rule, the Holy SPIRIT does Illuminate 
on our Minds with continual Succours and Supplies 
ve of Knowledge. 
And this | ſure word of Prophecy as a Shi- 
; ning Heavenly Light, will, when all is ſaid and 
done, be found beſt abls to direct our Wan- 
I ring Enthuſiaſts, through all the dark Places of 
be their blind Opinions. | 
- But then They muſt with Conſtant Care * 4 
Application attend upon this Word, and withPa- 2 
nd tience and Humility be guided by its Directions. , 
in 1 And now [ſhall ſhut up this Difcourſe with | 
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eſe one ſhort Reflection. 
Is then the Chriſtian Revelation found, eve- 
er iy way, fo Credible and Worthy of G OD, 


—- 
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and yet in ſome things to ſurpaſs 4 Bounds of 
al WW Human Reaſon ? Why this Obſervation may 
to be usd in Abatement of Man's Pride, but will 
never be of ſervice to depretiate the Chriſtian 


| Revelation. 

am not inſenſible that this will ſeem to 
ſome à hard ſaying. We have ſeen Human 
| Reaſon much exalted in our Days, and almoſt 
1 | no 
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no Manner of Limits afhx'd to its Juriſdiction, 


The Sacred Page has been Perverted to extend 
its Dominion, and New Doctrines have been ] 
Coin d from thence to ſupport its Government, U 

Now in ſome of theſe the Socinians are not Tia 
only diſtinguiſh'd from all Orthodox Chriſtians, | 
but I think I may ſay from all the ſober World bec 
beſides Themſelves. B. 

For who will they ever get to joyn Hand; 1s 


with Them, in dividing the Sanction of GOD led 
Almighty's Laws, in profeſſing the Belief of. 
Eternal Rewards, but in denying the Being of alc 
Eternal Puniſhments: and in making our Savi- ha) 
our to be a mere Man and yet aſcribing unto I Di 
him, Divine Honours ? 1 

Theſe and many other very dangerous Po- *: 
ſitions, obſervable in their Writings, are all of A 
them owing to this Fond Principle, That we are 
oblig d to believe nothing elſe in Religion, bu: 
what may be fully Comprehended from Human 
Reaſon. 

Which Principle is ſo far from holding 
Good, as to the Myſterious Truths of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that it can never be made out 
as to the Union of the Soul and Body, the 
Motion of the Sea, the Cohæſion of Matter, 


and almoſt all other Subjects of our ordinary 
Meditation. 


Hear 
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= Hear then the Concluſion of all. 
l have open d, in this Diſcourſe, by a long Se- 
© ries of Argumentation, the Glad and Happy 
not Tidings of a Supernatural Revelation. 
I have evidencd this (at firſt) to have 
rld been Communicated to the World by our 
B. Lord; (and after that, )Confirm'dtoſucceed- 
ing Ages, by the inſpir d Writings of them that 
5D Ib bard him. | | 
t have alledg d the Teſtimony of GOD all 
along for the Proof of what Ihave ſaid; and I 
„ have collected this Teſtimony from the Divine 
Dignity and Worth of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
and from the Miraculous Power of our Savi- 
po- ours Glorious Reſurrection, and from the Di- 


i of 'vine and Wonderful Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
5 GHOST ( Whom we this Day Commemo- 
bur rate.) 
nan 8 8 

Now what ſhall we Reply to all This? 
ling Shall we ſer up the Spirit of the World, or 
4 our own Private Imaginations , to exalt Them- 


ſelves againſt the Knowledge of CHRIST ? 


1 | Why theſe have been weigh'd by an Impar- 
—— tial Balance, and have been found Defective. 
nary Therefore, from all this Unconteſtable Evi- 


dence 


- 
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dence fairly laid together, it will be our Dur 
to rely upon the Wiſdom of Faith, and wit 
all Modeſty and Chearfulneſs of Soul, 


To Commend our ſelves to GOD, an 
to the Word of his Grace, which is able to buil 


us up, and to give Us an Inberitance among a 
them which are ſanctified. 
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